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Presentation Objectives
►  Review the Governor’s school aid proposal

as it relates to Pioneer  
► Provide revenue perspective prior to

expenditure presentations
► Discuss next steps in budget process



Governor's Budget Proposal
Highlights

On January 17th the Governor presented his proposal for the 2017-18 state budget which
includes a total of $25.61 billion in state support for public schools which represents a $961
million (3.9%) increase from the current year.  
 
►Foundation Aid – $16.902 billion (increase of $428 million). Use of a modified formula
to distribute aid to schools.

▪  Represents over 66% of total school support.
▪ 653 of 674 school districts received an increase under 3.0%
▪ 5.3% was the largest increase
►Community Schools Aid – $150 million (increase of $50 million).  Provided to expand
support for the transformation of schools within certain high needs districts into
community hubs.    

▪ Must be utilized on new initiatives.
 
 
 
 



Governor’s Highlights (cont.)
► Public & Private Excess Cost Aid – No formula change proposed.
► BOCES Aid – No formula change proposed.
 
►Transportation Aid – No formula change proposed.
 
►Building Aid/ Reorganization Incentive Building Aid – No formula change proposed.
 
►  Textbook, Software, Library and Computer Hardware Aid – All aid continued under
current law.

 
►Universal Pre-k – No anticipated change for Pioneer.
 
►Statewide Universal Full-Day Pre K – No change in funding.
 
 
 
 



Governor’s Highlights (cont.)
 
 
► Aid Caps– District’s state aid, exclusive of Building Aid and Full Day Conversion Aid,
would be capped at the total listed on the Executive Budget Aid Run.
▪  Beginning with claims for the 2016-17 aid year, and thereafter, there will be no

prior year adjustments.  Any changes to state aid data would have to be
submitted by Nov. 1st of the year in which the aid is paid.

 
►Proposed Changes to STAR Exemption Program – The Governor proposes the
following:
   -  Convert the Star exemption benefit into a tax credit for new homeowners
   -  Cap the annual growth in Basic & Enhanced STAR exemption at 0%
       **(currently at 2%)
   -  Eliminate the “paper” option for income verification for Enhanced STAR
       **Process electronically through NYS Tax & Finance    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Universal Pre K

► Pioneer is funded up to 122 students.



Property Tax Levy Cap



Revenue Preview



Revenue Preview (cont.)



Important Reporting Dates
► On or before Feb 15th
♦ The tax base growth factor provided by NYS Dept. of Taxation and

Finance (cannot be less than 1)
► On or before March 1st
♦ District submits report to Comptroller the tax levy  cap limit plus

exclusions
♦ Must also include whether the district will attempt to override the cap

(non binding)
► 45 days before public vote (Legal Notice)
♦ Communicates date, time, and location of school budget hearing and

vote
♦ Districts will have to specify whether they will seek a vote that exceeds

the tax levy cap limit
► Property tax report card
♦ To be submitted to SED and newspapers of general circulation the day

after budget adoption



Gameplan…
► Focusing on sustaining and/or realigning

programming
♦ Cost out a “rollover” budget
► Await final budget figures
♦ Legislative proposals
♦ Final State Budget (April 1st deadline)
► Make final adjustments & assess tax levy impact
► Focus on pulling back on the use of appropriated

fund balance
 
 



Questions / Comments


